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. @ommanders within the States of Virginia, North

> the Fifth Corps, were brought down to City Point on Mon-

WASHINGTON.

S RERTY AND UKION, NOW AND FOREVER, ONE AND
INSEPARABLE."

THURSDAY, AUGUST 25, 1864.

MILITARY VANDALISM,

In the report wo.yumdly gave of statement
made by Gen. Early in explanation of the consid-
erations which had induced him to order the burn-
ing of Chambersburg, in Pennsylvanija, that officer
is reprosented to have eaid that he had seen “ with
much pleasura, since then, an sble article in the
National Intelligencer, which called upon the North
to cousider gravely whether such a mode of war-
fare as they had insugurated is likely to yield a
suocess commensurate to its cost.”

If Gen Early’s opportunities for reading the
Natiopal Intelligencer were as good and as frequent
as they were in the days when he was, s he re-
ealls, ““an old-line Whig,” or even when, as & d.a-
legate in the Virginia Convention from Frauklin
county, he ¢ zealously opposed and voted against
the ordinance of secession,” he would have been in
s position to know that, as well before s since the
burning of Chambersburg, we have set our fw.as
steadfastly against all barbariem avd vandalism in
the prosecution of the present unhappy war. We
have never been slow to condemn the outrages
committed by our forces in the South, whether us
soen in the abuse of helpless women and children
and unarmed men, or in the wsaton destruction of
either public or private property. We know that
there is a olass of distempered * loyalists’”” who see,
or profesg to s¢e, in any snimadversion on excesses
committed bry Federal troops the traces of ¢ sym-
pathy with the South” or of ¢ tenderness towards
rebels,”” but we should suppose ourselves to have
lived to little purpose if wo ocould allow the vags-
ries of such minds to deter us from the expression
of sentiments common to every man of hml}:e in-
stinots, snd which are vivid and deep nconrqmg to
every man’s enlightened devotion to the Union,,

We fear it is true, as Gen. Barly says, that Gen.
Hunter, in his recent raid on Lynchburg, *caused
widespread ruin wherever he passed.” All the
accounts from Union sources confirm the atate-
ment., And we have generally observed that the
destruotiveness visited by officers like Gen. Hun-
ter and Gen. Milroy on defenceless persons n.:d on
private property is about in proportion to their in-
efficiency against the enemy in arms. They scom
to be aware that they must d» something to satisfy
the public, sod, not being able to win battles and
make oconquests in the military sense of these
words, they betake themselves to the cheap resorts
of license and violence against defenceless “ sym-
pathizers with the rebellion” who come within
their power—knowing very well that any license

violence of this kind will be sure to conciliate
for them the favor and sdmiration of that class of
# Joyalists” to whom we have referred above. And
perhaps they hope, under the cover of praises won
fiom this quarter, to screen themeelves from the
dissatisfaction of their military superiors.

We take great pleasure in saying that we believe
both President Lincoln and the Seoretary of War

ese edings of some of our comman-
:;l’l?n.:n ﬁoz::‘ W eE. have understood that our
military suthorities promptly revoked some of the
reoent lawless orders of Gen. Hunter for the ban-
ishment of certain persons in Frederick, Maryland,
who had become cbooxious to his resentm- nts, and
the aet of revocation, whether immediately due to
the President or to the Secretary of War, reflects
honor upon them both, for we presume they both
concurred in the propriety of restraining General
Hunter's ishumanity and assumptions of power.
For wo do not need to say that all waoton vio-
lence committed by our troops against persons or
property in the South is in direct and palpable
eontempt of the President’s commands to the con-
trary. In bis proclamation of April 15, 1861, af-
ter saying that the first service assigoed to the
foroes then called out would probably be to repos-
pess the forte, places, and property which have
<been scized from the Union, he was careful to add
o follows :

¢ And in every event the utmost care will be ol -
serv- d, comsistently with the objects ajoresaid, fo
avoid any d vastation, any destruction of or in-
terference with property, or any dumrbu::ce of
peacsyul citizens of any part of the country.

But itmaybe said that this injunction was issued
before the war had become flagrant, and does not ap-
ply to the present military status. How little ground
there is for sucha reply may be seen in the fact that
in his * General Instructions,” issued through the
War De t under this head on the 22d of
July, 1862, and addressed to all our “military

Carolina, Georgis, Florids, Alsbama, Mississippi;
Louisians, Texas, and Arkansas,” the President,
while authoriziog them “in an orderly manner to
soise and use any property, real or personal, which
may be convenient or necessary for their several
ocommands, for supplies or for other military pur-
poses,”” added : *“ Aud while property may he de-
stroyed for proper military objeots, none shall be
destroyed in wantonness or malice.”

*  Every officer, therefore, who cither destroys or
permits his troops to destroy private or publie pro-
perty “in wantonness or malice” is a8 much ame-
nable to military justioe for a disobedience of the
President’s order a8 he is subject to the condem-
mation of his countrymen snd the scorn of the
civilised world. Aud,it is a source of profound
regret to us that the President, animated as we
know him to be by humane impulses, does not
take some measures to vindicate his authority on
this subject, and rescue his orders from the con-
tempt into which they have fallen. He would
equally consult his own good fame and tho inter-
ests of the Union oause by doing so.

. ARRIVAL OF REBEL OFFICERS.

The mail steamer Keyport arrived about sight o'olock
yeaterday morning from City Point with mails and passen-
gers. Bome four orfive hundred prisoners, moatly Bouth
Carolinians and Mismssippians, taken on Bunday last by

day afternoon, and the officors among them, forty-two in
pumber, including Lieut Colonels Bayne, 16th Missinsippi;
Biake, 27th South Carolina ; and Major Bell, 12th Misaie-
#ippi, were brought np on the Keyport, in oharge of Liout.

PEACE-BREAKING AND PEACE-MAKING.

It will be remembered that the New York Tri-
bune s few days ago expressed the opinion that
“two thirds of the people on each side of the di-
viding line anxiously, absorbingly desire peace,
and are veady to mtake all needful sacrifices to
foure it.” At the ssme time it proposed to remit
the question of peace into the hands of the “rebel
chief’” on the one side and of President Lincoln on
the other, though being perfectly aware that
neither of these parties can or will effectuate the
anxious, absorbing desire of the country.
Reourring to the discussion of this subjeot in its
number of Monday last, the Tribune s:ys:
* President Lincolo, we uonderstsnd, believes that no
pesce is vow ailaiusble that is pot based ov disunion;
sod be bolde thet he has no puwer, as he certaiuly bas no
inclination, to assent 10 sush a peace. Heooe his refusal
to receive the rebel commissivuers excéept on cooditions
to which they were uuprepared to accede, , We thiok he
erred in this -that be should not only bave received but
invited uny proposition they were or should be empowered
§» make—the more exactivg and unfavorable the better fur
the national cause. But the Intelligencer bas no right to
assuwe that we hold the preservation of slavery oue of the
necessary and proper bases of wu That is the Intelli-
geucer's own view—oot ours. We indicats no conditions
and no bases, desiring to leave our Guvernment wholly un-
emwbirrassed by volunteer sugeestions on $1ifbead
“ We know no allowable, no practicable wode of adjuet-
ing such strife as that now couvulsing the couotry other-
wiee then through the sction of the oonstituted or recog-
vised nuthorities on either side, &nd we hold the chief
obstacle to the paefication of our country to be the abject
submission of the Bouthern whites to the sway of Jeffur-
son Davis aod his ecoufederstes in the wicked, waaton,
causeless iumuguration of this atrocious war. Let those
whites evince a dieposition to treaf with us otherwise
than throngh Davis & Co., and we warrant its prompt re-
ciprocation.”
When the New York Tribune refuses to ¢ em-
barrass” the Government by ‘‘yolunteering sug-
gestions” on any ‘“head,” we may safely take it for
granted that its views under that “head” are in &
very indefinite and unformed shape. Oan subjects
about whioh it has strong and positive conclusions
it never manifests any such oconsideration for “ the
Government,” but has leotured the President in
terms which on one notable sceasion drew from
him & public remonstrance addressed to its editor,
and the fear of similar embarrassment was equally
confessed by the President when in his interview
with the Border States representatives he told
them the timie had_not yet come for him to break
with ““the Greeley faction.” If the Tribune will
“indicate no conditions and no bases’” as being
either necessary or proper to secure peaoe, it is
safe to suy that it does not purpose to ““embar-
rass”’ itself any more than the Fresident in ulti-
wately advocating ‘“ the best attainable peace’”” with
or without slavery and with or without Union.
We know of no other subjest on which our out-
spoken eontemporary practises a similar pru-
dence. And we thiok it only just to say that
there is no joyrnal in the country which can so
cousistently as the Tribune take the lead in advo-
cating a disuvion peace. To do so, it need but
recur to the familiar maxims it inculeated at the
very threshold of the secession agitation. For
instance, on the Oth of November, 1860, it said:

“If the Cotton States shall become sativfisd that they
enn dn better out of the Union than in it we tnsit on let-
ting them go in peace. The right to secede may be a revo
flti.oﬂar' one, BUT IT EXISTS NEVEWTHELESS, * * *
We must ever resiat the right of aoy Siate to remain in
the Union snd puliity or dely the laws thereof. To wiTH-
pRAW FrrOM THE UNION 18 QUITE ANOTHER MATTER ;
avd whenever & considersble section of our Union sball
deliberstely resuive to gn vut. WE SHALL RESIST ALL CO-
ERCIVE MEASURES DERIGNED TO KekP IT 1N, We hipe
never to Live in o Kepudlic whereof one section is pinved
to another by bayonets."”

That distioguished advocate of disunion in Vir-

ginis, the Hon. WiLLouaaey NEWTON, in a let-
ter adcressed to the editors of this journal und:r
date of November 21, 1860, aid published in the
latelligencer of November 24th of that year, en-
closed to us at the time thenumber of the Tribune
containing the article from which the.above cita-
tion is taken, and in the course of his letter refer-
rcd to the comparative views of the Tribune and
Iutelligencer on the subject of secession as follows.
We quote from Mr. Newton’s letter :

« Pardon me for a-ying that the views of the Intelligen-
eer on this subject seem to me to bs orude and not well-
considered. ‘tbey savor of the dark ages, and are much
more io accordavce with the teachings ol the despitisms
of the Old World than with the libaral ideas of this free
Kepublic, in whiech it bas been generslly conerded that
mau is capable of self government sod that comwunitiea
tave & right to select for them-elves their own stitations,
aod to reform, aiter, or aboish them, ne they may reem
neceseary to promote their happivesa and ssfoty. [ com.
mend to your carcful attentiom @ viry sensible article from
the New York Trubune wh ch | encloge to you f v publica
tiom, an awthority to whicy Ido mot dfien vefer but which,
| presume, will be vocevord without question in this discus
sion, Bimilar sentiments, if I mistake not, were expresse’l
# fow yonrs ngo in the Senate of the United Siates Ky Hen-
ators Wade nrd Ferseodon.  Bat this by the way, * Nul-
{ius addictus jurare in verba magistri,” 1 proc-ed to dis
cusa the question oo prneiple. 1 sffirw that @ State has a
right to sccede Jrom the Union; and as a covollary, it
would be wromg tn ony human power to attempt by coercion
to prev nt the cxercise of the right. To%ne whose wind is
thoroughly imbued with & knowledge of the bistory, na
ture, aud conditione of the Federal compact this proposi-
tion aeems so plain that it is almost axiomatio.”

When the Tribupe expresses the opinion that
“the chief obstacle to the pacification of our
country "’ is to be sought in *the abjeot submis-
sion of thd' Southern whites to the sway of Jef-
ferson Davis and his confederates,” it gives us a
good opportunity to remind that journaj that before
the outbreak of the war it contributed very largely,
acoording to the measure of its influence, to oreate
the conditions of that “abject submission " by in-
culcating dootrines which justified the sepession of
the SBouthern States equally with the scoession of
the thirteen United Colouies from Great Britain.
For instance, on the 17tk of December, 1860, it
said :

“If it [the Deelaration of Independence ] jostifies the
secearion from the British empirs of three miilions of Co-
lonists in 1776 we do not see why it would not justify the
secossion of five millions of Bowthrons from the Federal
Union in 1861, If we are mistaken on this point, why
does not some one attempt to ahow wherein and why /7
For our own part, whils we dery the right of slavebolders
tor hold slaves agninat the will of the latter! we cannot see

how twonty wallions of people can rightfully hold tem, or
cven five, in a detested Union with them, bl milicary force.”
- - - -

“ If seven or eight comtiguews States shall present them-
selves authentically at Washington, saying, ' We hate the
Federal Union ; we have withdrawn from it; we give you
the cheice batween acquiescing 0 our seoess on and arrang-
ing amioably wil inoidental questions on the on« hand, and
attempting 1o subdue us on the other '—wve conld not #and
up for cosrcion for subjugation, for we do wnot think it
wonld be just. o hod the right o1 s« lF-governmant, epon
when invoked sn behalf of those who deny it to others. 8o
much for the question of prinoiple.”

And on the 28d of February, 1861, s few days
before the acoession of Mr. Linooln to the Presidency,
he Tribune re-affirmed these opinions. It then
said ¢

" We have repoatedly said and we omes mores inwist, that
the great prinaiple embodied by Jafleraon in the Lieolnra-
tion of Awerican Indapendence that Governments derive
thoir just powera from the consent of the governed is sound
and just; and that f the Slave States, tha Cotton States, or
the Gulf States only chose to form an independent natim
THEY HAVE A CLEAK MORAL HIGHT TO Do 8o When-
evor it shall be clear that the great m the Southern

have becoma conclusirely alien zgn the Union,
and anzions (0 escape i, WE WILL DO OUR BEST TO

Phissoll, 90th Now York Siato Militia, |

FORWARD THEIR VIEWS,"

J

If, therefore, there was, in the beginning of the
secession movement, an “abject submission” on
the part of the Southern whites “to the sway
of Jefferson Davis and his confederates,” it is
suficient to say that the “robel chief” had no
*“ confederate’ more outspokgn than the New York
Tribune in preparing the way for his hold on the
Southern mind.

And sinoe this movement has resulted in war,
the Tribune, whether wittingly or unwittingly, has
““ done its best to forward the views” of the seocs-
sion agitators by sdvoeating  civil policy whioh,
should it be perpetuated, must render disunion in-
evitable by rendering Union and pesce forever im-
possible. It has done as much by its infatuated
counsels since the war as before it to promote the
“abject submission” of the Southern whites to
“ the sway of Jefferson Davis.” 1t is vain to say
“lot these whites evince a disposition to treat with
us,”” while not only all incentives but all induce-

ments to such a disposition have been taken away

by the legislation of Congress and by the poliey of
the Exeoutive. :

The 4 ribune speeds its arrow very wide of the
mark when, in avowing its willingness to refer all
questions st issve between “ the North” and “the
South” to the arbitration of a National Conven-
tion, it feels constrained to add that

‘““The Intelligencer unfairly withholds fm‘ill renders
A knuwledﬁ:f the faot Mr:’oc ouly did ths Tribuve but
Presidest Lincoln, asd | he entire Republican party, through
its 1epresentatives in the ¢ Pesce Conference’ and other-
wigs, proposs to submit ‘all questions at issus between
the North and the Bouth to the arbitrament of & Natioual
Conveption’ in the spring of 1861, before one drop of blood
bad been apilt or & dollar's worth of property destroyed in
this most needless war. Bat oot only did the secessiomists
repel any such arbitrament, but the Unionists nlso of the
:nt.:ll ::m; type hir:l‘n t:.le all their forees to vote it down—

Ve W 5 ]
4 Do ¢ “L"mgtull: proposed this resort

We were never averse to the proposition of a
Convention of States to be called for the purpose
of a'ijusting the dispute between the Slaveholding
sod Noo-Slaveholding States. Wo were simply
averse to the spirit in which that proposition was
originated at the time, conceived sa it was, in our
opinion, merely for the purpose of préventing the
deliberations of the Peace Conference from re-
sulting in any definite solution of our troubles.
We could not fail to observe that the peculiar pa-
troos of this proposition at that time were among
those who had sought to render the Peace Con-
ference a nullity, and the spirit of whom was per-
haps justly reflected by Mr. Semator Chaadler,
when be wrote as follows to the Governor of
Michigan :

“No Republican State should have sent delegates, but
they are bere and csnnot get away. Ohin, !l:dli.ml. a.:d
Rhode Island are eaving in, and there is some daoger of
Hlinois, snd now they beg us for God's sake to pome
to their rescue, and save the Republican party from
rupture. I hope you will send stiff back men or none. ~The
whole thiug was gotton up agaivst my judgwent, and will
end in thin smcke. Btill, I bope ar a mat er of courtrsy to
our erring h-etbn_n that you will send the delegaies Some
of the manufucturing Stales think that a fight would be ato-

ul. In my esiimation, without a little blood latts i
Usiaum’ﬂmhlnﬂl'lruh." i

Kven so wise a statesman as Mr. Chase took
what we conceive to Be-an inadequate view of this
great question when he deplored the prevalent dis-
position to “compromise,” and quieted his sympa-
thies for the Border Btate Unionists by consider-
stions of comparative political advantage. The
reader will understand that we refer to the follow-
ing note which he wrote on arriving in Washin;-
ton to take his seat in the Peace Conference :

. WasHiNgToN, FEB. 9, 1861,
Dean 8ir: Thavks for your note and explaoation o

that voie. It may be us ful The'e is & greater digposi-
tion to eompromire than I like to ses. Hut I bope the best.
Halfl & dvzen of the Border State gentlemen have been in
our room te-night—Eiberidge and Stokes, of Tennedsee ;
Adama rnd Bristow, of K ntucky: Giwer, of Nor'h Caro-
lion, and others [ re.lly symparhise wi h them, but see no
reason why we should sacrifice permanently a large puver
to help them, for the puspose of gaining temporarily a litle
one. Yours, cordisily,

8. P. Cuase.

When, therefore, Mr. Chase and his political
friends sought to postpene the deliberations of the
Peace Conference by proposing to remit all out-
standing questions to the umpirage of s National
Convention, we did not so much oppose the sub-
stance as the opportunity and the animus of the
proposition. We are glad to believe that it was
supported by s®ne in good faith, but we could not
for this reason lower our views to take in only the
party aspects of the question when we were more
concerned to preserve the Union from division
thao the Republican party from rupture. The
politieal leaders who, after deliberately weighing
the integrity of the Union in one soale and the
integrity of their party in the other, deliberately
struck the balance in fayor of t:e latter, were not
the men whose lead we oared to follow, especially
when there were so many patriotio Republioans
who set us & different example.

The BECRETARY OF THE TREASURY returned to
the seat of government on Saturday evening last
from his visit to the North.

HON. CHARLES MASON.

The name of this able, patriotie, and pure-minded gen
tlemun was suggested by the Constitutional Union of last
evening, in the annexed paragraph, as a suitabls oandidate
for the Ch cago nomioation. Ji would be s fortunate re-
public that could slways be favored with as .eulightenad
and virtuous s gitizen for ite Chief Magistrate :

Hon. Charles Mason, of lowa, for the Presidency —We
bear irequent meation of the name of Hoo. Charien Ma-
son, of lowa, an that which is likely ta be hpuored with the

vomination of the Chieago Convention if the npoliey of nogis.
o

nating a eivilian prevails with that body.
ouuid be presented.

betéfr man

THE TROUBLES IN JAPAN,

Accounts from Ksosgaws represent affairs there as still
unsettied, and state that it was only in eonsequence of the
presenoe of a large fleet that an outbreak was prevented.
The Japanese Government seemed very determined in
their efiorts to olose that port, and had even officially
sianted to the British Minjater thet it was essential n
order to preserve pence. The same statement had been
wade to the Frenoh Minister, and threatening language
used. There was s sordial ration between the Min
inters of the Unmted Btates, Great Britain, France, and
the Netberinads, who had beld a number of conferenoes,
snd were ngreed as to the polioy to be pursued, and ware
making united efforts to the poliay whioh the Ja-
panese Government were disposed to oarry out. Tu addi
tion to the British fleat already in thess waters the British
ship-of-war ( onqueror, with a battalion of marines, was
expected daily. This would give the British fourteen
#hips and fifteen hundred men. There were besides »
French oervette—the Dlnr'let-ud two Duteh sorvettes
m port. The American Minister has aaked that ships may
ba went to bim as soon a» possible, as it is neoswsary that
& thow of foroe should be kept up by all the Powers
baving tresties with Japan.

A BWORD TO ADMIRAL FARRAGUT,

The sword prepared by the Union League of the city of
New York for Rear Admirsl Farragut was deliversd to the
Admiral on the 24th of June. In reply to the committee,
the Admiral returns his thanks for the besutifal present,
and anye @

“ Next to the fealing of having done your duty, is that of

hmh' that your effurts are appreciated by your eountry.
'mﬂmnﬁhﬂ; uu-o(m;’ h...u:{.
oen,

.lﬂmmnwﬂlh
secvant”

A ansuired
dnly ghorbed by yout obedieat

THE CHICAGO CONVENTION,

We presented to our readers s few days ago
some of the general reflections inspired in our
mind by the near approsch of the Chicago Con-
vention, to which men of all parties are looking
with equal intensity of interest, if not with the
same expeotations and hopes founded on the result
of its deliberations,

We thiok it bardly too much to ssy that
this assemblage will hold the hearts of the peo-
ple in its hands, and, sccording as 1& counsels
shall seem to be prompted by the spirit of & com-
prehensive and catholic patriotism, or by the spirit
of faction and disseusion, it may count upon the
judgment which will be pronounced on its labors.
Men’s thoughts no longer run in the old ghannels.
Party names have lost all their power fo charm.
The people are every where looking for a leader
who will offer them, under his guidance, the pros-
pect of an escape from the terrible evile by which
the country is environed. The peqple, we say,
want & leader, aman “ with heart, head, and hand”
equal to the orisis in which he shall be called to
aot—a jan who by his native qualities or by his
anteoedents shall inspire confidence not only in his
disposition but in his capacity to bring healing to
this distracted land.

Many names have been canvassed, in public or
in private, with reference to the honor of a nomi-
nation by that Convention. Among them we need
but enumerate the names of Major General Me-
CLELLAN, Ex-President FiLLmorE, Governor SEy-
MOUR, of New York, Mr. Justice NxvLson, of New
York, Ex-President Pierce, Hon. Rosear C.
Winraror, of Massachusetts, Hon. Epoar Cow-
AN, of Penosylvania, Judge Georae W. Woop-
WARD, of Penndylvania, Hon. JAMEs GUTHRIE,
of Kentucky, and several others. It is not our
intention to canvass the merits of any one of these
distinguished gentlemen, much less to institute
any comparisons among them. But the mere ar-
ray or cowhination of these names i8 instractive
for the light they shed on the completeness with
which tbe past-iron moulds of party have been
fused by the fires of the ordeal through which the
nation is now passing. For here are men belong-
iog to all “parties,”” as parties have been hereto-
fore known among us down to the present time,
and yet these members of several different political
organizations are s‘l.lpp(;sed, amid many differences
on other points, to share such an identity of opin-
ion with regard to the emergent issues of the hour
that all former disoriminations are now lost in the
simple question, “ What does he think of the Re-
publie 7"

If the choice of the Convention should fall on
any one of the soldiers who have signalized their
devotion to the Constitution and the Union by ser-
vice in defence of both on the tield of battle, it
caunot be doubted, we think, that that choice
will rest on Major Gen. McClellan—a man who
more fully than any other among his com-
rades-in-arms has evinced from the first a clear per-
ception not only of the magnitude of the contest in
which we are engaged, but also an insight into the
principles on which it should be condticted ‘and
the ends to which it should be directed. He has
ever recognised the faot that a wise and just eivil
policy is the necessary complement of military
foroe, however gigantic the latter may be in its
proportions, while the persecutions of which he has
been made the object, and the unjust obloquy by
which he has been persistently followed, combine
with the popular traits of his character to give him a
powerful hold upon the hearts of the soldiers whom
he has led and of the people whem he has served.
There is & magoetism in his name whioh betrays
its preseuce and its power alike in the walks of
civil life and in the eamp wherever his name is
mentioned; and when we oonsider how his popu-
larity has constantly grown under the studious ef-
forts of his enemies to destray his reputation, we
may readily infer that he has in his charsoter as
many elements of streogth as of enthusiasm.

Among the eminent civilians whom we have
olassified in the category above given we shall not
be suspected of making an invidious distinction
if, in giving expression to old personal and politi-
cal attachwents, we point ia the first place to the
commanding qualities which Ex-President Frnr-
MORE would bring to the difficult duties of the
high office for which he is again suggested, after
having once filled it with sugh conspicucus wisdom
and ability in & day requiring talents and states-
manship not unlike those whioh are demanded by
the present and the impendiog crisis. He is a
man singularly qualified, by the habits of his mind
and by the traditions of his life, to deal with ques-
tions that csll for the exercise of the highest wis-
dom in counsel united with firmness in action.
Possessing » weight of oharaoter and a tengoity of
resolve which would enable him in the future as
in the past to moderate against the extremes of
opinion in whatever direction they might tend, he
would keep a steady hand on the helm in the foul-
est as in the fairest weather; and is the ship of
State oan be rescued from the breskers into which
she has fallen, we may be sure that he would leave
nothing undone which it is in the power of brave
and skilful pilotage to sceoaplish,

In thus sdvertiog to these two names—the one
that of a soldier and the other that of & civilian—
we nagain repeat that we intend no disparagement
to any of the other eminent names which have been
mentioned in connection with this exalted station,
and the terms in which we have referred to both
are inspired so little by partisanship or personal
favoritism that we do not doubt gar tribute to each
would be endorsed by none more heartily and fully
than by those who have distinotion and merit
enough to be named as their competitors for the
honor in question. .

If we abstain from any particular allasion to the
qualifications which Gov. SeymMoUR may be justly
supposcd to p-ssess for the next Presidency, it is
only bocause we understand from the Albany Argus,
a paper supposed to be in his confidence, that he is
not & candidate for the nomination, and will not
permit his name to be brought before the Conven-
tion. Mr. Justice Nerson has long boen as well
as he is favorably known for the learning and in-
dependence which he has brought to the discharge
of his duties on the benoh of the Supreme Court,
In ordinary times we have not been in favor of
looking to this bench for Presidential candidates,
as its assessors, in remouncing politiosl preposses-

sions whon they take their place upon it, may be|
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also supposed to have renounced political aspirs-
tions. But in the present time it may bs justly
held that it is precisely this quality of an incum-
bent of the bench which would fit hime for the dis-
charge of duties requiring in a still higher sphere,
if not in  higher degree, the attributes of the just
and inflexible judge. g
Of Ex-President Prenck, of Mr. WinraRoP,
of Mr. Cowaw, Mr, WooowARD, Mr. GUTHRIE,
and of the others who have been named for the
next Presidency, we cannot undertake to speak
more particularly than to say that, representing in
their several names all the different shades of
opinion which have formerly divided the people of
this country iato different political parties, they
to-day stand, as we believe, on s common plat-
form, whether regard be had to objects and ends of
the great struggle in which the country is engaged,
or to the agenoies by whieh Union and Peace can
alone be restored to our distracted Jand. Easchew-
ing force as the sole means of restoring the one or
the other, but not denying its just place in legiti-
mate government, they would, we believe, all rely
more on moral than on physical forces for the ad-
justment of those bases on which alone can he
founded a peace that shall be enduring and a Union
that shall be worthy of the name,
We suppose that the Chicago Convention, fol-
lowing the example of its predecessors in late years,

lance, is known as “a platform.” Our readers
know that we have mo great respect for this spe-
cies of political structure. Platforms have always
scemed to us & clumsy device for the elevation of
small men into a conspicucusness which they
would never have received from the dignity of their
characters or the eminence of their public services.
As has been well said by another, ¢ they are com-
monly made in times of high excitement, under a
pressure of circumstances, and with the view to
conciliate present support rather than to establish
8 permanent system of principles and line of policy
for the future good government of the country.
The Conventiovs which form them ere transicnt
in their natare; their power and influence are con-
sumed in the using, leaving no continuing obligs-
tion upon their respeotive parties. And hence we
need not wonder that platforms, so made, are hardly
ever acted upon in practice.” In illustration of
this truth, we need but advert to the faet, already
signalized by us a few weeks ago, that, on com-
paring the Baltimore Republican platform with the
Chicago Republican platform of four years'ago, we
find the only plank common to both to be that
which excites the least popular iaterest now, viz.
the resolution in favor of the Pacific railroad. And
how little effeot the most elaborate platforms have
in establishing a permanent system of principles
or line of policy for the conduct of the Govern-
ment, to be observed by those who are elevated to
power on such fousdations, wo may read in the
significant fact that the Republican majority of tne
present House of Representatives unanimously
voted down, at the late seseion of Congress, one of
the “ planks’’ of the Republican platform of four
years ago, and which was brought forward by a
member of the Opposition for reaffirmance, as con-
taiving sound dootrine. Whatever may be con-

tained in the coming Chicago platform or omitted
from it will be little reason among sepsible perzons
for either suppartiog or opposing the man who
wsy be nominated by the Convention. The peo-
ple will look to the man himself, not to the decls-
rations of those who nominate him, when they
se rch for the grounds of their confideoce as to the
principles on . which he will administer the Go-
vernment. 'What would a “ platform” add to the
stature of a Washington, or of an Adams, or of a
Jffuraon, or of a Madison, or of & Mooroe? On
this poiot we endorse the following judicious sug.
gestions made to the Chicago Convention by the
Boston Courier :

* The Convention oughl not to be an arena for debate, or
for suy perspusl display on the part of aoy of its members,
however ewinent or huwever able. We bope there will
be no speech made there, exoept of & strictly business
eharscter, for tha elucidation of watters directly betore
the assembly. We hope that the session will not be ling
ibers is no good resson why s sing'e day should pot be
amply sufficent lor the organigstion, the nominstion of
eandidates, and the adoption of auy brief and simple d-o's
ration of priceiples which may be aeceptable to the Con-
veotion.

‘o truth the people want no elaborats amplification of
political priociples on this cecasion. They understand
pertectly well just what is the cbj2et to be scenmplish-d,
namely, the removal of this Admiistration and the substi
tution of s bet or, and they will look with much more in
terest upon the nomiosions than upon sny expression of
opinion by the sesembly.
or delayed by lengthened disquini ions, or even 1o listen to
s reonpitulation of the enormities perpetrated by the Ad-
w nistration. These are 10 all men's minds and memories
or, if not, they will be sufficiently dwelt upon 1n the course
ol the eanvase

“ We desire to see nothing proposed by the Convention
about which men with the same honest object in view osn
remonnbly differ, That object with all sych men will be
simply the restoration of the Union upon the basia of the
Constitution ; and all detmils sa to the methed by wheh
this purpose is to be effected may properly be deferred, as
they ennnot be scted upou, until the new offisers are chosen
sud the Adminstration is actuslly insugurated.”

MILITIA LAW OF PENNSYLVANIA.

The Legislature of Peansylvanin has just pasted a new
militia law, in substance as follows :

“The Governor to eall out fifteen regiments for State |
sarvioe immediately, and, if not fortheoming by volunteer |
ing. to deaft on the United Siates enrolment. with no ex- |
emplions whatever, whether of persons who bave paid |
commutations to the Uulted States or not, except such aa
are apparently absolutely disabled. Apprintments of com-
wissioned officers by the Govervor. The eonference com-
mittecs recommend & suppl ment requiring errtain days
ol muster and & fine of five doliars on each State guard
who does not furnish his own uniform.”

Col. T. C. Devin, of the 8ixth New York cavalry, (aok
ing Brigadier General of the second brigade, Merritt's
division,) under orders from Gen. Merritt, presented yes- |
terday to the Seoretary of War two battle fligs eaptured
by this brigade at the battle of Front Royal, on the 16th |
instant, in which the Colonel was woundad., The Mg
belonged to Kershaw's division aud Wiokam's cavalry bri-
gade of Fitz Hugh Lee's division.

The Becretary expressed his gratifiestion in acknow-
ledging the numerous gallant and meritorious services of
Col. Devin, of which he gave sarnest by an appointment aa
Brevet Bogadier General for gallaotry in tha feld.

The sergeant and privatea whose prowess personally
sscured the scolors were presented to Mr. Btanton, who

will feel called to construet what, in modern par- | P

They do not pare to be puzgled |

MODERATORS OF OPINION.

From an article on London Editorsand Political
-Writers, contained in g late number of the London
Society Magasine, the New Yok Observer cites
the following passage :

‘ One sel of editors see in Lord Palmerston and Earl
Russell models of supernsl wisdom, whils sWother set sre
equally eertain that Lord Derby sod Mr. Disrseli ean
never go wroog ; sod neither oue nor the other are awske
to the great fact that the English peopls, taken s n whols,
are of no party ; that they sway to 1he ooe side or the other
according as the acts of either attract their favor or rouse
their indighation, snd that that jourual will, other things
being equal, eommand the widest aod the most lasting
popuiarity which impartially distributea its applause or
ceusure, not scoording to the name of the agent, but to the
merits of the aet "

The Observer justly says that this generaliza-
tion has some large measure of truth in it, as ap-
plied to our own country. Our party newspapers
are just as blind to the merits of their opponents
as British editors ; and it thinks that our people’
are so-intensely devoted to party that ¢ they are,
as & whole, almost as blind as their blind leaders.
Of oourse, it follows that independent journalism
stands’s poorer ohance of success here than itdoca

is the despotism of political party more stringently
enforced and more patiently endured than here.”
Qur contemporary prooeeds to say :

“ This s evident from the spirit of intolerance with
which all attempts at indepepdent oriticism of men and
res are fr d upon sud rebuked by wen of all
arties. It is held to be impossible for & man to differ
tonestly in opinion from the temporary lesders of the
party. When these change all must shange, acd the sosper
the better for the chungers. Very fow mea, of auy party,
are willing that the favorite doctrines or messures of the
leaders of their party shall be resisted, and they regard
the newspaper that attempts such resistance as neoessa-
rily in the interest of the other party. ‘lbey do uot riss
to the dignity of character that acknowledges the right
and duty of free discussion snd the hooest expression of
opiuion. 1 hey would have every man think es they think,
or not speak at all.  This is the sentiment of mere
men, and it is a great misfortune of our limes, It is &
greater wisfortune in a free eountry like ours than in a
mixed government like that of Englsnd. There is no
despotiew on earth more intolerant, cruel, and blind tran
the despotism of 8 msjori'y may be. No one man feels the
responsibility of the wrong dons, and men in the aggre-
gnts, like corporations, will do what esch wan would
sbriok from with horror if he were acting alove. This is
the resson why independent jourpalism stands less chance
of succesa bere than any whereslse. The people are the
rulers, and each party is, for the time it holds power, the
ple. Thers are a selset few in every sommunity who
ave the good sense and cardor to form their opinicng
with the light of eomparieon and under the power of fair
aud frea discussion ‘L'bhey are willing to read wheg o msn
suys who differs fiom them, and theo wtelligent winds are

comes. These are the elite of men. Mil¥n wrote ouly
tor such readers, though be found more. Buch men are

relisnce on any others instormy times. 'Whea party spirit
becomes supreme liberty is gone.

* We may come oul of the present national perils, not
by the despotio power of ove party or another, but by the
overthrow of the military power of the rebellion, avd the
prevalence of svuud, patriotie, oconstitutionsl opiniona.
Extreme meén on either side will repudiate this doetrine.
Ihey would have the countiy believe that unless they rule
there oan ba no stable goverument. Between thess ex-
tremes there is-a stuidy phalanx who bave the law, tha
right, and God with them. If we ever have union with
peace, the basis will be laid in submission to the priaciples
of eonstitutional law, ss interpreted by sober, thoughful
wind of calm, reflacting good men "

FILLING QUOTAS.

—

The Boston Daily Advertizer confesses that it
waa not without & deep feeling of mortification that
ita editors read the letter of Gen. Sherman, ani-
wadverting on the policy of ¢ filling the quota”
from the refuse whites and blacks of the Suuth.
It says:

“To & community like our own, warlike, pstrietis,
buetl ng, and busy in our efforta for the cause, sev r+ upcn
eomwmuuilics where we see neglgenos and ot ff r-uee to
the great lasuvs befurs us all, Gen Sherman's | tter must
have been n startling, s humiliating blow. And y-t there
i# no reason Lo doubt 1that in this lett-r we have & (iir view
of the way ip which the ol M husetts is reg.rd-
od by able, experieuced, fsir-winded and patritia m hitary
men. Buch opinions must be l'stened to. They ok slenge
our attestion. We eaunot reply to them as we would to

the sneers ur the malignant ialsehouds of the opposition
prees.”

It is natural that fair-minded men should take
the view they do in this matter, for it is noder-
stood that the representatives of Massachusetts in
the popular branch of Congress distinetly refused
to vote for the repeal of the commutation clause in
the preceding conscription sct unless such repeal
was agcompanied with permission to recruit in the
Seceded States. And the Governor of Massachu-
setts was the first to perfect his machinery for
reaping the advantages to be had under this pro-
vision,

The letter of Gen. S8herman bas served, it wonld
seem, to remove from some eyes the scales which
had before prevented them from seeing this sub-
ject in ita true light. The Advertiser now says :

 Leet not people think that we ean get around this mat-
ter by some of our sarious expedients. All such talk i
fully. Our own young men, born and bred in our own
New Engiaod, with all the martial spint which has dis-
tinguwisbed ber sons from Louisburg to Petersburg, with
the trainiog, religione, morsl, and iotellectusl, whieh is
theire, wilh the strength and endurasce ol our northera

elimate, must enlist io the ranks and fight this war through,

O.)iers enonot do it. Poor whites, liberated slaves, rebel

prisoners who bave taken the osth to get out of prison,
osnuot take our plases. Filling our quots will oot do 1%

I'hst wiserable, wretobed, mortifyiog talk we bear so much
of, about * filling our quota’—what bas that to do with the
war! The only tbiog 1 to fill our armies, and to fil 1bem
wiih effiaient :m.ﬂn‘ Oae would think that pecple bave
devised & way of filling the quots without filling the rac ks,
If they have, o much the wurse for us—for our reputation
and lor our success.”

THE POSTAL MONEY OBDE'B BYSTEM.

The instrustions to the postmasters, clerks, &o. re-

f offices in lieu of the banks

sourteously thanked them for their gallantry and direeted
& medal to be presented to each with his name engraven |
thereon. |
There have been but fow actions of the eavalry of the |
Army of the Potomso wherein Col. Devin han not sppenr- |
el conspiouous for courage, and we are gratified Ih\lum |
that the merita of san ofioer who has participated in
than forty batiles are appreciated by the Seeretary of
War.

The Richmond Examiner of the 16th saya that the total
numbar of ¥ankes priscoers in the Libby was sight hun-
d:od nod twenty-seven, including sixty-four negro prison-
ors.  Forty-four oficors are held there, .
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quired in the operations of the money order aystem anlho-
riged ander the act of Congress of the 17th of May Inst
have been main'y prepared by the Post Office Department,
aod are now in the bande of the publio priner. The pre-
parations of the instructions was found to be a work of
exceeding intricscy, the principal embarrassments being
the want of s ecentral Metropolitan Baok, with looal
branghes, to fasilitate the prompt return of the funds accu.
mulsting in the bands of twnsters, or to supply fundsin
eans of neocessity. In Koglsod and in Caosda, where a
money or er system is in sucosasful operation, they have
thess bank sdvant ges, but in this eountey it has been
found necessary to adopt substantially the Post Office De-
partment aystemn of draits sod deposites; using the post
1t is ounfi jently expeoted that
this arraogement will meet with the requirements Cer-
tainly it is the only one which ean be made under the
existing Inwa. The design of the Lepartment ia that ope-
rations shall commenes on the lst of October, aud no
efforta will be spared to sccomplsh the commencement of
the system on toat day.

GEN. BURNSIDE.
Gen. Burnside arrived in this city Tuesday morning,
in good health snd spirits. It is not correct, aa stated by

the telegrayh, that he has been relieved. The Court of .

Inquiry m relation to the sssault on Pet,ahbur. has not
reported, and has not exsmined any witnesses exoept !
Genersls Burnside and Mesds. We judge that one of

those unfortunate military diffiouitien which seam insepa-
rab'e from the service has arisen betwesn Gen, Mendo
aud Gen. Burnside, and the latter, being the subordinats,
proferred, an bo siways does, to smerifice bhimaell rather
than to embarrase the army in the fleld by any contro.
versy. He tendered hia resigostion, which Gen Grast
rofused, and also refgsed to reileve him.  The Court of
Inquiry was tamporarily adjourned on sceount of the ne-

abaeuo « of some of 1ts members. Gen Grant taen
..mm bim twenty d.% leave of sbssnco, by viriue of
whioh be i At howe. ® have no doubt thss the testi-
mony bafore the Court of Inquiry will aoquit hum of alk
hisme, and that he will soon bs called to his old or to dowgy
now gummand,— Providence Jowrnal, Augw.t 17,

in England. Probably in no country in the world -

prepared to receive the iruth from whavtever souree 1t ~

the balance-wheel of the wachinery of State. Lhere ia no -
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